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will not do; rather than suppose themselves mistaken,
some will imagine all the world to be so, and conclude
that their merits are overlooked. But this is a kind
of injustice that rarely takes place in society; and if,
owing to accidental circumstances, it should in any
instance be the case that we are thought of more
meanly than we deserve, let it ever be remembered,
that nothing can be done on our parts to redress the
grievance. In most cases, indeed, the more we can
help ourselves, the better; and he that would have his
business done must do it himself; but here it is just
the reverse. If we set but one step towards our own
exaltation, we shall assuredly have to take two or three
downwards for our pains. To deserve esteem is in cm-
power, but if we claim it, we cease to deserve, and shall
certainly forfeit it.

5.  Young people, at the period when they are ac-
quiring knowledge, are very liable to self-conceit; and
thus, by their own folly, defeat the great purpose of
instruction, which is, not to make them vain but wise.
They are apt to forget that knowledge is not for show,
but for use, and that the desire to exhibit what they
know, is invariably a proof that their acquirements are
superficial.

6.  Besides, like most other faults, self-conceit is no
solitary failing, but ever brings many more in its train.
They who are very desirous to shine themselves, are
always envious of the attainments of others, and will
be ingenious in discovering defects in those who are
more accomplished than themselves.

7.  Now is there any gaudy wreed who would fain